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MINUTES

Governmental Ral ationsCommittee
Meeting of June 5, 2001

Committee
member spresent

Committee
member absent

HowardWelinsky, Chair Other Commissioner spresent
Evonne Seron Schulze, ViceChair SusanHammer
Robert A. Hanff Kyo*Paul” Jhin
Lancelzumi VemaMontoya
GuillermoRodriguez, Jr. RaphR.Pesqueira
OliviaK.Singh MéeindaG. Wilson

Alan S. Arkatov, ex officio
Carol Chandler, exofficio

PhillipJ. Forhan

Calltoorder

Committee Chair Howard Welinsky convened the Governmental Relations Committee
at12:21 p.m.

Approval
of theminutes

A motion was madeto adopt the minutes of the committee meeting on April 3, 2001. It
was moved, seconded and approved without dissent to adopt the minutes,

L egislativeand
budget update,
June 2001

Mr. Kevin Woolfork stated that both houses have passed the budget and they are
currently involved with thelegid ative budget conference committeeto resolve outstand-
ing budget issues. He provided information detailing the chalengesfacing the confer-
ence committee with regard to producing abalanced budget thisyear. He explained
that, of the400items considered to that point, 275 have been | eft open. Thecommittee
was a so considering some broader issues.

Director Fox asked if the State reserveissueis dominating the conference committee.
Mr. Woolfork replied that thisissueis one of many with which the confereeswere
dealing. He added that the Republican |eadership has stated its position aswanting a
budget reserve of $3 or $4 billion. Mr. Woolfork stated that issuesin regard to Propo-
Sition 98 had a so been challenging.

Chair Arkatov asked about theissues associated with proposition 98 and community
colleges. Mr. Woolfork reviewed handout-material that showed achangefromthe
estimate of where the Prop 98 guarantee was in January versus whereit isin the
Governor’ sMay revison. Hethen detailed the many components of the Prop 98 for-
mula, therole Prop 98 plays, and how the funding, as proposed, would to be applied.
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Legislative Marge Chisholminformed the Commissionthat thereare 13 billsthisyear that call upon
highlights  the Commission to perform some duties above and beyond what is already required.
They are:

*

AB 1720 and AB 1721, sponsored by the Commission, and have passed out of the
Assembly Appropriations Committeeto the Assembly Floor.

SB 216 (McPherson), calling on the Commission to prepare astrategic plan for
language devel opment, has passed the Senate floor andisnow inthe Assembly.

SB 326 (Scott) isaspot bill that would requirethe Commission to conduct acommunity
collegetransfer report. Actionwill be delayed until next year.

SB 379 (Alarcon), requesting the Commission to conduct a study about the
socioeconomic status, geographic region and high school preparation of students,
has passed the Senate A ppropriations Committee. Funding of $400,00is provided.
Thebill isexpected to undergo sSgnificant revision and further information onit will be
forthcoming.

SB 434 (Monteith), abill to promote accessto studentsin remote areas, passed the
Senate Appropriations Committee, however thefunding was del eted.

SB 517 (Torlakson), which would require the Commission to expand thefacilities
review functiontoincludethe cons deration the devel opment of facilitiesfor joint use,
passed the Senate floor and will be going to the Assembly.

SB 554 (Vasconcellos), calling on the Commission to develop amaster plan for
Service L earning, passed the Senate A ppropriations Committee and will gotothe
Senate Floor.

SB 631 (Polanco), anew bill which hasbeen expanded to providefor areciprocal
program and alow studentsfrom out of stateand out of the country to attend Cdifornia
schoolsand Californiastudentsto attend out of country and out-of -state colleges at
resident fees passed the Senate A ppropriations Committee and will be going to the
Senate Floor. The Commission would be charged with devel oping aproposal for
thereciprocal program.

SB 664 (Poochigian), abill which calls upon the Commission to conduct areview
and analysisof Californiacommunity college nursing programswith regard to their
admission procedures and the attrition ratesfor the two-year programs, has passed
the Senate A ppropriations Committee and will go to the Senate F oor.

SB 894 (Scott), abill which createsthe Community College L eadership Institute,
wasreduced from $1.5 million to $900,000, with $50,000 for the Commissionto do
theevauation. Thishill has passed the Senate A ppropriations Committee and will
go to the Senate Floor.

SB 1061 (Alarcon), abill calling on the Regents of the University of Caiforniato
report about union activities and requiring the Commission to conduct an annual
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report and status report on labor relations at UC, has passed the Senate
Appropriations Committee and will go to the Senate Floor.

+ SB 1118 (Margett), abill involving the Commission to consult with the Department
of Education on apamphlet that tells students about admissions requirementsand
financial aid, has passed the Senate Appropriations.

Ms. Chisholm updated the Commission on the matrix 2001-2002 L egidative Billswith
specia emphasisonthenew bills. The new billsareasfollows:

AB 484 (Runner) - staff recommends support

AB 726 (Correa) - staff recommends maintaining asupport position
AB 1722 (Assembly Higher Education Committee) - staff recommendsawatch
postion

AB 631 (Polanco) - staff recommendsawatch position

SB 664 (Poochigian) - staff recommends support

SB 782 (Brulte) - staff recommends support, if amended

SB 1061 (Alarcon) - staff recommends an oppose position

SB 1118 (Margett) - staff recommends a support position

SB 1191 (Speier) - staff recommends asupport position

SB 1216 (Romero) - staff recommends support, if amended

Chair Arkatov noted that AB 792 (Kehoe), the bill that returns student feesto the
1991-92 leve, would have atremendousfinancia impact on the State, in theamount of
$100 million or more. He urged the Commissionto maintaina“watch” position onthe
bill.

Commissioner Rodriguez moved the adoption of the staff’ srecommendation onthe added
billsto the matrix, including the adjustments. The motion was seconded and adopted
without dissent.

Federal update,
June 2001

Karl M. Engelbach presented thisinformationitemto the Commission.

Mr. Engelbach noted that the US House of Representatives passed itsversion of there-
authorization of the Elementary And Secondary Education Act (ESEA). He stated that
it continuesto include annual testing of studentsin grades 3-8. Oncethe Senate has
passed itsversion of the act, theissuewill go to aconference committee. Hesaid that
both houses have passed budget resolutions, and that the budget appropriations com-
mittees are meeting to discussthe specific appropriation levelsfor programsin the up-
comingfisca year.

Mr. Engelbach reported that Senator Jeffordswill no longer be affiliated with the Re-
publican Party. Mr. Engelbach explained that asaresult of Senator Jefford’ sdecision
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therewould be anumber of changesthat will occur intermsof committee membership.
He reported that Senator Ted Kennedy would become the chairman of the Senate
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee.

Mr. Fox noted that State Higher Education Executive Officers have been working to
preservetheroleof higher educationinthe ESEA re-authorization bill.

Adjournment  Having no further business, Chair Welinski adjourned the Governmenta Relations Com-
mitteemeseting at 12:57 p.m.
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